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NOVEMBER 2025

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
4102 N. BEN JORDAN, VICTORIA, TX 77901
PHONE (361) 575-4305 FAX (361) 575-8679

www.oslcvictoria.com

Sunday worship 8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School for ALL 9:15 am
Office Hours: 9am - 4pm Monday — Thursday (Closed 12pm-1pm for lunch)

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1)

AWORD To the Saints of Our Saviour’s,

FROM THE As we approach Thanksgiving season, this month of November, | am reminded that not
PASTOR everyone is thankful, let alone thankful for the same things in life. Consider the following
«~—  stories as we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving this month with family and friends.

A large dog walks into a butcher shop carrying a large purse in its mouth. He puts the purse down and
sits in front of the meat case. "What is it, boy?" the butcher jokingly asks. "Want to buy some meat?"
"Woof!" barks the dog. "Hmm," says the butcher. "What kind? Liver, bacon, steak ..." "Woof!" interrupts
the dog. "And how much steak? Half a pound, one pound ..." "Woof!" The amazed butcher wraps up
the meat and places it in the large purse, wherein he found the money that covered the cost of the
meat. As the dog leaves, the butcher decides to follow it. The dog enters an apartment house, climbs
to the third floor and begins scratching at a door. With that, the door swings open and an angry man
starts shouting and yelling at the dog. "Stop it!" the butcher yelled at the man from the hallway of the
apartment building. “What’s wrong with you?" he shouted at the man. “This is the most intelligent animal
I've ever seen!" "Intelligent?" exclaimed the man. "This is the third time this week he's forgotten his key,
and | had to get up and open the door for him!"

Contrast that to Eve’s story, who worked in a downtown Chicago law office. Every morning, Eve
encountered a heavyset, middle-aged woman, dressed in a shabby and tattered coat, soliciting spare
change from passers-by in front of an old brick church. Clearly, the shabbily dressed woman has fallen
on hard times for quite some time. Nevertheless, she still managed to greet everyone with a smile and
a pleasant "Good morning" as they passed her by. Eve always greeted her back and gave her
something out of her pocket or purse whenever she passed by the down-trodden woman. However,
after a year of this routine, the woman in the shabby and tattered coat disappeared and Eve wondered
what had happened to her.

Then, one beautiful day, the woman was back in front of the church again, still wearing the same,
shabby coat, and greeted all those who passed by with smiles and cheerful disposition. Eve was
relieved and delighted as she reached into her purse for the usual donation. But the woman stopped
her with a smile and said, "Thank you for helping me all those months. You'll never know how much
your kindness meant to me each day.” Then, with a big smile and eyes welling with tears, she told Eve,
“You won't see me again because I've got a job." With that, the thankful woman reached into a bag and
handed Eve a wrapped package. She had been standing at her old spot that morning, waiting, not for
a handout, but for the people she recognized for having been kind to her so that she could give each
of them a doughnut, with a smile.

As we approach the Thanksgiving season, let’s give thanks to God for all things and in all circumstances
— 1 Thessalonians 5:18
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REMINDER: DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS AT 2:00 AM SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2NP «pau
Remember to set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed Saturday night. Badkes
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Ry~ The church office will be closed Tuesday, November 11
P S ) servance of Veteraw's Day and in howor of all that have served.

6, 8 80, A8, 8, 84 80, A%, 8, 40 88, AL S8, 46, 08, A8 89, A5, O3, A4 S A5 . 4SS A5 8, 46 08 80 8, A8 N3, &0 S NS 08 L 85 AL 85 45 05 80 96 A5, 08 &4 S A% 08 M 85 A8 85 45, 08 A0 86 A% 08 4 S A5 08 B S5 86 86 B O 40 S8 46 89 B0 S0 A5, 86 B 87 80 85 BE 0 M0 A8 6. 85 B0 A0 M5, AL AL 8 AF A8 UL AS L A8 8 48 A5 4L A8 4D

RERERERFEREARRARREERERERERRERRRRAERERRAERERRAENERAERERRRERRRAREREREREREREREREREREREREARIREREREEERERERERETERRAAREAERE SR



http://www.oslcvictoria.com/

3 3 36 36 36 3 3 36 36 36 3 A6 36 3 36 36 3 36 36 36 3 A 3 3 3 46 36 I 3 36 3 A6 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 3 36 I 36 36 36 A 36 B 36 A 36 B 36 B 36 I 36 B 36 A 36 B 36 A 36 3 36 B 36 o 3 3 36 2 36 B 3 3 2 3 3 B e 3 3 3 3 3 e A 3 26 A6 2 36 e I A b I I 3o A 6 6 36

3 36 36 3 3 3 56 3 30 3 30 36 56 3 3 36 30 3 3 3 5 3 30 3 3 4 50 3 3 30 30 3 3 30 303 30 3 503 30 3 3 3050 3 3 350 30 30 0 50 3 33003 3 A0 0 0 0 30 3030 5030 0 30 300 30 30 303 30 3 3050 30 3 30 30 300 30 30 0 3 30 0 A B

Preview the 2026 Budget: The congregation will be asked to vote on the 2026 budget proposal
at the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, November 16, 2025. Sally Hersey, OSL Financial
» =7 Administrator, will offer two budget informational presentations in the Conference Room, before
—— the annual congregational meeting. The presentations will be held on Sunday, November 2" and
A LOOK Sunday, November 9™ at 9:15 am. The budget presentations are expected to last about 45
M minutes, depending on questions. Remember to bring your budget mailout with you.
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WE WILL HAVE ONE COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE
ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16™ AT 9:30 AM

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16"
following the ONE combined worship service in OSL Multi-Purpose Room.
There will be lunch prior to the business meeting.
The Fellowship Committee will provide the main entrée (pork tenderloin) and beverages.
The congregation is asked to bring side dishes and desserts.
If your last name begins with A-I please bring a dessert.
If your last name begins with J-Z please bring a side dish.
The purpose of the meeting is to submit the 2026 budget for approval & elect new council members.
Watch your mailbox for the official agenda and handouts needed for this meeting.
POOOPOOOPVVPVPOPOOOOPOOVPVPOPPVPVPPVPPOPPPPOOOOOOOOO
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE - Our Saviours will be R
hosting the Community Thanksgiving Service this year. We will have some of our sister
churches join us to give thanks for our many blessings and offer prayers for our
community, nation and world. This service will be held on Sunday, November 23" at
6:30 pm at Our Saviour’s with pie fellowship in the MPR following the service.

HOLTDAYS - Areminder, the church office will be closed November 26™ & 27t in observance
Il of Thanksgiving. We give thanks to God for his many blessings and the privilege of serving him
through Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.

R I e e 2
OSL FAMILY DECORATING EVENT - We will get together on Saturday, November 29"

beginning at 9:30 am to decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for Christmas. We need lots of hands '
to help and folks able to climb tall ladders. Please mark this date on your calendar & come to help.

POINSETTIAS - Arrangements have been made to get Christmas Poinsettias from a Iocal
florist. The cost of each plant will be $10.00. If you want a poinsettia in the church for
Christmas, you must fill in the order form enclosed or pick one up from the Welcome Desk.
Please fill in a form for each poinsettia, include payment with your order and turn into the
office or place in the box at the Welcome Desk. Deadline is Sunday, November 30'".
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We will have “ONE” Combined Worship Service on *\\\
Sunday, December 14'" at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary ngi‘ﬁ}

’ § 1
OSL’s Music Ministries and Children, Youth & Family Ministries k x’

will present “What Can | Give?” Christmas program

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OASIS MEALS AT 5:45 PM

Oasis is a time for great food, fellowship, Prayer Group, Bible Studies, GROW and fun activities.
Proving dinner this month: November 5" — Welcome Ministry, November 12" — Care/Bridging Ministry,
November 19" — Church Council, November 26" — Thanksgiving Week ~ No Meal. We ask for a freewill donation
to help cover the cost of the meal. All meals will be served with tea and water. Mark your calendar that
Wednesday is church night and join us. We are looking forward to Oasis and seeing you there!

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY - Adult Catechism taught by Pastor La in
the Christian Rd Great Room at 6:30 pm beginning November 5%,
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SPRINGFEST 2026 ~ The Springfest committee is looking for non-profit organizations to donate a portion of the
proceeds we will raise on May 3, 2026. There is a form to fill out that helps us understand how the charitable
donation will be used to support a Christian based initiative. The forms can be found at the welcome desk and
will need to be submitted to the church office or Jason Eliot by Monday, November 10". The next Springfest
planning meeting will be Wednesday, November 12" at 6:30 pm in the Conference Room.

DO YOU FEEL CALLED TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF OSLC? The Church Council is seeking dedicated
members to serve on the Church Council. If you are interested in being considered, or would like to nominate a
fellow church member, please contact Stephen Fuhrman at 361-894-1441 or the Church Office at 361-575-4305.

_~"———_____ Happy Fall Yalll
HiLDReN, W This month we are focusing on things to be thankful for, our families, friends,

YOULﬂ'l F‘amﬂ and most importantly, our faith! These are things we should be thankful for
59% MINISTRIES }’; year-round as they are blessings from above (James 1:17).

— Our Fall Festival was a true blessing to those who attended. The community
came out to have some family fun and play games for some tasty treats. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered with the games, donated prizes/candy/money, and helped set-up, run games, concessions and
tear down.

GROW: Wednesday nights keep on GROWing! We've changed things up a bit by having worship at 6:15 pm
in the MPR. ALL AGES are welcome to join us for a couple songs and a short devotion that help us kick the
night off right. So come join us for a meal and fellowship each Wednesday in the MPR at 5:45 pm, stay for
worship at 6:15 pm, and see how God is moving in the next generation at OSL!

TONE CHIMES: Tone Chime Rehearsal will begin Wednesday, November 5™ and continue every
Wednesday through December 10™ (November 5™, 12™, 19™ December 3™ & 10™) at 5:00 pm in the
Bells/Brides Room.

FAMILY SUNDAY FUNDAY: It's aMAZE-ing what we can do when we are in God's creation! On Sunday,
November 23" we are headed back to JWelch Farms for our Family Sunday Funday from 12noon - 3:00
pm. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. There will not be a meal served (there is food available
for purchase), but the entrance fee will be covered for all who enter into the maze area. If you and your
family plan to attend, please let Stephanie know so she can purchase tickets.

CALLING ALL YOUTH! This Thanksgiving we are doing something special. We ) m
are having a FRIENDSGIVING at the Eliot Household (309 Tracy Ln) on Tyl things ~* '
Sunday, November 30™ from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. All youth are encouraged to |

bring a dish to share, but here's the twist; it doesn't have fo be typical | GIVE THANKS
Thanksgiving food! It can be your favorite food or anything you like, just make o

sure it's plenty to share. Come and join in the fun and fellowship as we celebrate all the things we have to
be thankful for. RSVP to Mrs. Stephanie by Nov. 23"

FAMILY ADVENT ACTIVITIES: The CYF Ministry will be hosting “Family Advent Activities” again
this year on Sundays in Advent during the Sunday School hour in the MPR. These events are meant for
the ENTIRE CHURCH as our church is a family. So, whether you are young or young at heart, please join
us for these activities listed below.

e Sunday, November 30™: Advent Wreath Decorating & Devotional (Family-Led Sunday)

e Sunday, December 7™: Ornament Making/Decorating

e Sunday, December 14™: Christmas Program in the Sanctuary at 9:30am

e Sunday, December 21°": Christmas Cookie Decorating and Fellowship |
Please mark your calendars and make plans to join us as we prepare our hearts and church for the Chr'ls‘r-
child this coming Advent season.
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NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS BEGINNING NOVEMBER 9™
We will begin a study on the movement called Christian Nationalism beginning Sunday, November 9. We will
explore the beginnings of the movement, some of the key attributes and people involved, along with the dangers.
Finally, we will wrap up the study by rediscovering what our tradition regards as the Two Kingdoms. The class
will meet during the Sunday School hour at 9:15 am in the Great Room of the Christian Ed Building.

. WOMEN OF THE WORD
) W.O.W. — Will eat out at Olive Garden Restaurant (7609 Zac Lentz Pkwy.) on Monday, Nov. 17" at
2~ 6:00 pm. All ladies of Our Saviour’s are invited to attend.

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS MEETING
ON THE 15T TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
Tuesday, November 4" at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room.

v
"Yf HELPING HANDS OFFERING SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 2NP
The purpose of this fund is for individuals or families in the congregation who may at one
time or another need a little help.

BAPTISM AT OUR SAVIOUR’S - Baptism is the first of the two sacraments. There is a list E%
of guidelines to follow. If you desire more information about baptism here at Our Saviour’s, Goo
please contact the church office at 575-4305.

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TABITHA QUILTING MINISTRY
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the Christian Ed Building
For more information about Tabitha Quilting Ministry contact Dorothy Waltersdorff at 361-576-1465
or Jean Gisler at 361-676-0484 or jeangislernp@gmail.com.
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Life After Loss Support Group - Meets on the second Wednesday of each month in the Christian AN
Education wing of Our Saviour’s. This month they will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 12t at 10:00 am. If "h ‘ﬁ

you have any questions, please feel free to talk to Stephen Fuhrman.
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
o8 LEAVING A LEGACY: As | write this month’s Mission Moment, | am reflecting on our recent
C M MlSS'On lm LCMC Annual Gathering. As always, | attended with eager anticipation for the opportunity to meet
L)'¢C Moment w new friends in Christ, reconnect with others, and to listen and learn. This year's Gathering was
1X held in Lakeville, Minnesota around the theme “Our Help and Hope.” As always, it was an
awesome experience to gather for worship, fellowship, education and inspiration.

ToasDididt  Socvivmens  HARVEST

This year's Gathering marked the 25th anniversary of our association. Some of the original leaders who forged LCMC’s humble
beginnings shared the story of the early days of our association. We learned why key decisions were made and how they shaped us and
have led to the continued growth and development of this beautiful and diverse body of Christ. We would not be here today without men
and women stepping out and up in faith and with courage. We are grateful for the work and ministry they did 25 years ago. In many ways,
we are their legacy.

This year also marked the passing of the baton from one Service Coordinator to another. Mike Bradley announced last year that he would
be retiring this year. After a prayerful search for his successor, the LCMC Board of Trustees identified Julie Smith to serve as our new
Service Coordinator a few months ago. So, at the Gathering, we paused to celebrate and thank Mike Bradley for his years of dedicated
service in ministry leadership.

While many people were familiar with Mike’s work as the Service Coordinator, far fewer were aware of his prior ministry and impact on
other leaders. As Mike has always been quick to give credit to the faithful mentors who poured into him, on the occasion of his retirement,
we began hearing from others stories of how Mike had poured into them, too. No matter what his job title was, Mike has made it his
mission to lovingly encourage the growth and development of those the Lord has put in his path. He has dedicated much of his life to
helping people grow in their roles as pastors and ministry leaders and ambassadors for the Kingdom of God. Now that is leaving a legacy.

As Mike rides off into the sunset (literally he is working with horses on a ranch), Julie takes her place in the line of faithful leaders who
have gone before her. | have no doubt that God will use Julie in many mighty ways during her tenure as our Service Coordinator. She,
too, is carrying on the tradition of investing in the development of others. This, after all, is one of the key functions for all of us in the
church. Our true legacy is not in what we accomplish or achieve; our true legacy is the Kingdom impact we have on others. How is God
be calling you to step up and out in faith and with courage to create a better future for those who come after you? Who is God calling you
to pray for, encourage, and invest in? | pray that we, like those who have gone before us, can continue to leave a legacy.
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CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE CHURCH ATTENDANCE

General Fund
2025 Income vs. Expenses

October Attendance

Our average weekly attendance
for October 140.

October 5t 129
October 12t 138
October 19t 152

Praise the Lord!
Praise God in His sanctuary;
praise Him in His
mighty heavens!
Psalm 150:1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

‘ Olncome lExpenses‘

On behalf of the staff of Lutheran World Relief, our partners, and the communities we serve with your support,
thank you for your gift and may God continue to bless you.

Thank you so much for your very generous donation to VCAM.

Thank you so much for your faithfulness and support of Mission Mexico. We value your prayers and gifts.

On behalf of Promise Pointe, thank you so much for your kind donation. Our promise to you is to use it wisely to help as many people
as we possibly can. Sister Rebecca Janacek

Thank you for your donation to Christ’s Kitchen, it will help us to continue serving a hot meal at no charge to people in need.

Thank you for your partnership with Global Health Ministries. Your support has made it possible to ship life changing equipment and
supplies around the globe.

Thank you for giving so generously to the Lutheran Disaster Response. Your support helps our church continue its effective and efficient
response to disasters.

Perpetual Help Home would like to thank you for your support, please know your kindness helps to save lives & restore hope to many.

We give God all the glory and praise for OSLC support of Liberty school. Your financial support helps the following: Develop school
infrastructure and the lands, Stipends to teachers and support staffs and Feeding programs. Our last two quarters, January to August
2025, faced the greatest trial whereby due to the infrastructure loan we had defaulted, our school was going to be auctioned by May
2025. That would have ruined the whole vision of our school, but we most sincerely appreciate OSLC for responding quickly and raised
close to $ 30,000 which was used to pay off the loan and that rescued Liberty school. Glory to God. We thank OSLC, its members and
friends who came to our rescue plan. Without your generosity, we wouldn't still be here. We are forever grateful to you all. Praise God.

2025 MINISTRY LEADERS 2025 CHURCH COUNCIL
Pastor La Andriamihaja 361-575-4305 Worship Stephen Fuhrman 361-894-1441 President
Hanta Andriamihaja 612-840-5820 Hospitality Janine Rothmann 361-571-0593 Vice President
Michael Buchhorn 361-676-0053 Fellowship Randy Clark 361-484-7285 Secretary
Gina Eliot 361-649-2805 Children, Youth & Family | Debbie Cavallin 361-220-1498 Member
Jason Eliot 361-648-0370 Spiritual Formation Barret Jacob 361-935-8093 Member
Sharon Kacir 361-649-6739 Prayer & Devotional Life Becky Linville 361-573-5478 Member
Darryl Kern 361-571-3614 Global Missions Kim Neill 361-564-8784 Member
Diana Moreno 361-220-4545 Digital Communications Lynna Briggs 361-550-4477 Treasurer
Pam Raley 361-935-4582 Community Outreach
Laura Wright 361-920-1916 Welcome
Marilyn Young 361-550-2513 Caring & Bridging

AROUND THE CHURCH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND PRAYERS

If you have any information for AROUND THE CHURCH please call the church office.

~| Thanks be to God these folks have
returned home from the hospital:
EJ Raley Susie Breeden
Will Weischwill

Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian weapon. ~ Martin Luther
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Special Concerns: All those we hold dear in
our hearts that are facing a battle for good
health, mind and spirit.
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