
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 To the Saints of Our Saviour’s, 
 

I thought I’d start with a bit of a humor – a “Dad joke” to be exact. “What’s the 
difference between “outlaws” and “in-laws”? The answer: “outlaws are wanted!” 
 

Well, that’s you and me – not necessarily “outlaws”, but we are wanted. Unlike those 
posters that you’ve seen that says, “Uncle Sam Needs You!”, God doesn’t. A definition 

of a sovereign and eternal God is that God doesn’t need anybody for anything. However, God does 
want you. God wants you to be engaged and to enjoy the full depth of His power, love, forgiveness, 
life, protection, and much, much more. As I have taught and will always teach, God doesn’t need you, 
or me, for God to be God. He is God all by himself, with no need or help from any of us. But He wants 
us. Yes, God wants us to experience and live what being loved and cherished by the Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer of the universe is like. So, God invites us to share in the most joyful 
dimensions of the human experience, which is being a part of what God is doing in the world and in 
the lives of others. 
 

Therefore, as we look forward to this fall, and beyond, I encourage you to find your ministry “niche”, if 
you haven’t, or if you’re looking for more ministry opportunities. By God’s design, every Christian is 
called to serve in some capacity. As I’ve always said, the Church is not a stadium for spectators, nor 
is she a spiritual restaurant where you are divinely and miraculously fed. It’s a boot camp, a full 
contact sport, and a launching pad for mission. So, we gather as one in Christ so we can be scattered 
for Christ to stretch and expand the Kingdom of God. So, find your ministry niche and discover 
miraculous fulfillment as you are wanted by God, and needed by your fellow human beings. 
 

To this end, we’ll once again have opportunities to do just that on Rally Day (Sunday, August 10th) as 
the various ministries in our congregation will be on display in the Narthex area. Please stop by the 
tables of the various ministries we have to offer this fall. Read up, ask questions, and learn about 
what each of the ministries do for the Kingdom of God. Then listen to the tugging of the Holy Spirit as 
He leads you to sign up to be a part of a ministry to engage in this fall. It’s what God wants for you, 
and it’s what you and I need to be as the body of Christ. 
 

Speaking of the body of Christ, on Rally Day (Sunday, August 10th) we’ll once again have the 
opportunity to experience and know that we’re wanted by God as we’ll come together as a 
congregation for a combined worship service, at 9:30 am. Within that combined worship service, 5 
young men and women will claim and affirm their baptisms through the rite of Confirmation (Paige 
Cortez, Kynzleigh Gibson, Bella Rivera, Gage Bludau, and Lane Johnston). We’ll receive them as 
“adults” and full members of this congregation – endowed with all the privileges, rights, opportunities, 
and responsibilities that are expected of all church members. It has been my joy, my pride, and my 
pleasure to have taught these young Christians the meaning and the significance of their Christian 
faith, through the lens of our Lutheran heritage. I continue to thank Marylin Young for her time and 
talent in having sewn these confirmands’ Confirmation Stoles. Let’s celebrate them and praise the 
goodness of God together then. It’s what God wants of us. Please pray for them as they take this 
huge step into Christian maturity. 
 

Blessings and peace, always -  Pastor La 
   

                                           
 

Pastor La’s Sunday School Class is taking a break for the month of August.  
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Back To School Blessing of Backpacks, Briefcases and Badges 

Sunday, August 3rd at both services 
We would like to invite students and educators to bring in their school bags  

and everyone else to bring in their backpack, briefcase, work badge  

or anything that represents their work for a special blessing.  

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ 
RALLY DAY ~ SUNDAY, AUGUST 10TH   

We will celebrate Rally Day with ONE combined worship service at 9:30 am 
where our confirmands will affirm their faith. Following the service, join us 
for a potluck lunch. The Fellowship Ministry will provide the main entrée and 
beverages. If your last name begins with A-M please bring a side dish. If your 
last name begins with N-Z please bring a dessert. We will also have lots of fun 
activities planned. 

 

There are also many new and exciting things starting this fall at OSL. There will be 
tables set-up in the Narthex displaying Sunday School classes, Bible studies, Small 
groups, and many, many more ministries. If you would like to set-up a table for your 
ministry please contact Hanta at hantamangasoa@aim.com or text her at 612-840-5820. 

 

                                       
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OASIS IS BACK 

MEALS BEGIN SEPTEMBER 3
RD 

 

Oasis is a time for great food, fellowship, Confirmation, Prayer Group,  
Bible Studies, GROW and fun activities. 

Please join us Wednesday, September 3rd at 5:45 pm in the MPR 
 

The Ministry Leaders and Church Council have volunteered to prepare a meal every Wednesday. We ask for a 
freewill donation to help cover the cost of the meal. The menu will be published in the newsletter each month 
and bulletin each week. All meals will be served with tea and water. Also if your children do not care for the 
choices on the menu, feel free to bring something for them. Mark your calendar that Wednesday is church 
night and join us. We are looking forward to Oasis and seeing you there!   
 

 

BIBLE STUDY LED BY PASTOR LA  

WILL RESUME ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD   
Every Wednesday 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the Christian Ed Building. All are Welcome! 

 

☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ 
On behalf of the staff of Lutheran World Relief, our partners, and the communities we serve with your support, 

thank you for your gift and may God continue to bless you. 
 

Thank you for giving so generously to the Lutheran Disaster Response. Your support helps our church continue its 

effective and efficient response to disasters. 
 

Thank you so much for your very generous donation to VCAM. Your gift allows us to help community members who are in need. We 

truly appreciate your support of our ministry. Sincerely, Rose Mary Voigt 
 

Thank you so much for your faithfulness and support of Mission Mexico. We value your prayers and gifts. 
 

Thank you for your partnership with Global Health Ministries. Your support has made it possible to ship life-changing equipment and 

supplies around the globe. 
 

Thank you for your donation to Christ’s Kitchen it will help us to continue serving a hot meal at no charge to people in need . 
 

On behalf of Promise Pointe, thank you so much for your kind donation. Our promise to you is to use it wisely to help as many people 

as we possibly can. Sister Rebecca Janacek 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all the many moo-velous VBS volunteers. It could not have been done without your help. You helped 

make our VBS Farmtastic!! 
 

A BIG thank you to those who donated and purchased baked goods, as well as worked the table for the WOW bake sale. It was a great 

success for the baby kits supporting Lutheran World Relief.  We couldn’t have done it without you. We’ll be back in September! 

mailto:hantamangasoa@aim.com


This summer felt like it went by in the blink of an eye. CYF was busy with 

Camp Eagle and Camp Lonestar, Mission Victoria, VBS and our Summer 

Community Block Party. We had so much fun going out and learning about 

God and our relationship with him and also serving our community. Even 

though it feels like we will slow down now that summer is gone, that’s hardly 

the case! Now is the time to ride the “camp high” and keep coming to 

church, keep coming to GROW and keep serving others. 
 

RALLY DAY: Stop by our table on Sunday, August 10th to see what CYF will be up to this year and how 

YOU can be a part of it. Remember it is also Confirmation Sunday. There will be one Combined worship 

service at 9:30 am where our confirmands will affirm their faith and afterwards, we will have a potluck 

lunch to celebrate & fellowship. 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY FUNDAY: This month, our Sunday Funday is just for the youth (6th - 12th grade)! 

On Sunday, August 31st from 11:45 am-2:00 pm we will have lunch and tie dye fun. One item will be 

provided. You may bring one or two more items of your choice. 
 

BIBLE HIGHLIGHTING: Do you have a child who is in the 2nd or 7th grade this school year? Do you 

have a child who needs a Bible? Come to the Youth Wing on Sunday, August 31st from 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

or Wednesday, September 3rd at 5:45 pm to pick up their Bible and highlight key verses in it for them. 

Each Bible will have an index page with the key verses and the verses highlighted for them to easily find. 

Please let Stephanie know if you have a child who fits the above description. Bible presentation will be 

Sunday, September 7th at the service you normally attend. 
 

GROW: Starts Wednesday, September 3rd. All kids in elementary school through high school are invited 

and encouraged to attend! Come for dinner at 5:45 pm and stay for GROW from 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Starts on Sunday, September 7th from 9:15 am - 10:15 am in the Youth Wing. 

Children of all ages are welcome! We need Sunday School teachers for all age groups. If you are 

interested in serving in this ministry, please let Stephanie know. 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER: It’s that time again for our annual CYF Spaghetti Dinner. Come through the 

drive-thru on Saturday, September 20th from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm to pick up spaghetti and green bean 

plates and purchase some yummy desserts. Pre-sale tickets will begin on Sunday, August 31st. All 

proceeds will help defray camp costs for Summer 2026. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER:   
August 10th – Rally Day/Confirmation Sunday  Sunday, August 31st – Bible Highlighting   

Sunday, August 31st – Youth Sunday Funday  Wednesday, September 3rd – Oasis & GROW  

Wednesday, September 3rd – Bible Highlighting Sunday, September 7th – Bible Presentation  

Sunday, September 7th – New Sunday School Classes  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY FUNDAYS: Mark your calendar! You won’t want to miss our Family Funday 

Activities we have planned in September and November. On Sunday, September 28th the whole family is 

invited to join us at Woodlawn Bowling. We will have pizza and drinks for lunch and tons of fun throwing 

strikes (or at least attempting to)! On Sunday, November 23rd we are taking the whole family out to J 

Welch Farms. Come get lost in Corn Maze and enjoy a variety of events. 
 

FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING: This year’s Fall Festival is on, Sunday, 

October 12th from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm. This is a congregational event, and we need 

YOUR help. Watch your bulletins for an upcoming planning meeting.  
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WOMEN OF THE WORD 
W.O.W. will not meet in August. All ladies are encouraged to attend the next WOW meeting on 
Monday, September 15th at 6:00 pm in the MPR. 

 

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS MEETING ON THE 1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH  
Tuesday, August 5th at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room. 

 

HELPING HANDS OFFERING SUNDAY – AUGUST 3RD         
The purpose of this fund is for individuals or families in the congregation who may at one 
time or another need a little help.  
 

BAPTISM AT OUR SAVIOUR’S – Baptism is the first of the two sacraments. There is a list 
of guidelines to follow. If you desire more information about baptism here at Our Saviour’s, 
please contact the church office at 361-575-4305.  
 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TABITHA QUILTING MINISTRY 
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the Christian Ed Building 

For more information about Tabitha Quilting Ministry contact Dorothy Waltersdorff at 361-576-1465  
or Jean Gisler at 361-676-0484 or jeangislernp@gmail.com. 

 

 

                                           
 

Life After Loss Support Group *NEW DATE* - Meets on the second Wednesday of each month in the 

Christian Education wing of Our Saviour’s. This month they will meet on Wednesday, August 13
th
 at 10:00 am. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to Pastor La or Stephen Fuhrman. 
 

PRAYER MEETING - Every Wednesday evening at 5:30 pm in the Chapel. Join us as we 
pray for our church, community, and world. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN – If you need to add someone to the prayer chain, please contact Pat 
DeDear at 361-676-5087 or the church office at 361-575-4305. Pat will then communicate 
the request by telephone to the prayer chain. Pat will also contact Debbie Krueger, who will 
then distribute the request electronically through email.  

 

                                    
 

We Are Family ~ As I sit down to write this edition of the Mission Moment, final 
preparations are underway for the 16th Annual Texas District Gathering. This year marks my 
11th Gathering, and I find myself reflecting on the gift of this family of faith that we have in 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC). While it is accurate to refer to us as a 
“church body” or an “association,” I prefer the term “family” to describe what we are and 
should aspire to be. 
 

While we find many metaphors for the church in the New Testament, family is a rich image for us. Consistently Jesus referred to his disciples as 
siblings, his brothers. After Jesus ascended, Jesus’ followers claimed this familial title as they referred to one another as brothers or sisters in Christ. 
Paul frequently used this language as he addressed Christ followers throughout his missionary journeys. And I believe that of all the biblical 
metaphors for the church, the image of family elevates for us God’s desire for our relational connection to and for one another. 
 

For several years, I heard Mark Vander Tuig, retired LCMC Service Coordinator, say that “LCMC Gatherings were like family reunions… but with 
family you actually like!” While Mark’s comment always drew raucous laughter, no one can deny the truth beneath the punchline. LCMC is more than 
a church body or an association: We are family! 
 

Today I had a conversation with someone who decided not to attend our Gathering. He shared with me that he felt like an outsider and that the 
Gathering was not for him. As he shared this, I hurt for this brother and his experience of disconnection. I did my best to dissuade him of this idea of 
being an outsider, encouraging him to give it a try and come and see. I see him as simply newer to the family than others. I hope in the future he and 
all who are a part of our body can see and experience for themselves the gift of being a part of the family. 
 

As family we have much in common. Our DNA is our common confession of faith, our shared core values, and our mission to be and make disciples 
of Jesus. Yet as family we have great diversity, too. Each congregation and member lives out their faith in their own unique way. Like families we 
celebrate both that which we have in common as well as that which is unique and special about each individual family member. We love one 
another, pray for one another, encourage one another, and help one another. Even at times when we don’t agree with one another, we still respect 
and appreciate one another. 
 

I invite you to join me in praising God for the gift of our family of faith of which we are a part. I pray that the gift of this family can be a source of 
strength for each member. If you have not been to one of our gatherings or retreats, I hope you will join us soon for one of our family reunions. By 
participating, connecting, and relating, I am confident that you will both be blessed… and a blessing to others! 

 



Praise the Lord! 

Praise God in His sanctuary; 

praise Him in His  

mighty heavens! 

Psalm 150:1 

 

CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

 
 

 
July Attendance 

Our average weekly attendance 

for July 147. 
July 6th  142 

July 13th  137 

July 20th  162 

 

AROUND THE CHURCH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND PRAYERS 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

1. IN PERSON/WORSHIP - On Sunday mornings during worship simply place your offering in the plate. If you miss the 
plate, there is a donation box at the Welcome Center.  
 

2. ONLINE GIVING - Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions or one-time 
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow 
these easy steps:  
1) Visit the church website at www.oslcvictoria.com,  2) Click on the [Give] tab,          
3) Click on the [Give Online] line,            4) Click on the [Create Profile] button, then      
5) Follow the instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your contributions.  
 

This program supports bank accounts and debit or credit cards. Recurring donations are convenient and provide our church with much 
needed consistent support throughout the year. If you have any questions about these programs, please contact Sally at the church office.  
 

3.  RECURRING/SIMPLY GIVING - We have been using this program for some time now. The Simply Giving® Program offers church 
members a convenient, safe, and simple way to make regular church offerings without the need to write checks, carry cash or prepare 
envelopes. It is handled by a company named Vanco Services and they will process the auto withdrawal through your bank and deposit 
directly into OSL’s account. A simple authorization form is all that is needed. Forms are available in the church office. 
 

4.  MAIL - You may mail your offering into Our Saviour’s at any time to 4102 N. Ben Jordan, Victoria, Tx 77901. 
 

2025 MINISTRY LEADERS 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

2025 CHURCH COUNCIL 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor La Andriamihaja 361-575-4305 Worship  Stephen Fuhrman 361-894-1441 President 

Hanta Andriamihaja 612-840-5820 Hospitality  Janine Rothmann 361-571-0593 Vice President 

Michael Buchhorn 361-676-0053 Fellowship  Randy Clark 361-484-7285 Secretary 

Gina Eliot 361-649-2805 Children, Youth & Family  Debbie Cavallin 361-220-1498 Member 

Jason Eliot 361-648-0370 Spiritual Formation  Barret Jacob 361-935-8093 Member 

Sharon Kacir 361-649-6739 Prayer & Devotional Life  Becky Linville 361-573-5478 Member 

Darryl Kern 361-571-3614 Global Missions  Kim Neill 361-564-8784 Member 

Diana Moreno 361-220-4545 Digital Communications  Lynna Briggs 361-550-4477 Treasurer 

Pam Raley 361-935-4582 Community Outreach     

Laura Wright 361-920-1916 Welcome     

Marilyn Young 361-550-2513 Caring & Bridging     
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General Fund 
2025 Income vs. Expenses

Income Expenses

Special Concerns: All those we hold dear in 

our hearts that are facing a battle for good 

health, mind and spirit. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to… 

…Mel Bontrager & family on the loss of 

his brother and sister-in-law 

 

 

Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church;  

it is a goodly Christian weapon. ~ Martin Luther 

With our prayers for a speedy recovery, 

these folks were listed in the hospital/rehab: 

Elaine Thurman   

 



 

FYI - CHURCH CONTACTS 

Pastor – Lalahery “La” Andriamihaja  361-575-4305 

Music Leader – Amanda Christian  361-575-4305 ext. 7002 

Music Leader – Cindy Smith   361-575-4305 ext. 7002 

CYF Director – Stephanie Stevens  361-575-4305 ext. 7004 

CYF Assistant – Jake Henson   361-575-4305 

Financial Administrator – Sally Hersey  361-575-4305 ext. 7001 

Office Administrator – Gina Eliot   361-575-4305 ext. 7000 

Housekeeping Custodian – Bobbi Hartley 361-575-4305 

Maintenance Custodian – Ruben Garcia  361-575-4305 
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