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FEBRUARY 2025

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
4102 N. BEN JORDAN, VICTORIA, TX 77901
PHONE (361) 575-4305 FAX (361) 575-8679
www.oslcvictoria.com
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School for ALL 9:15 am
Office Hours: 9am - 4pm Monday — Thursday (Closed 12pm - 1pm for lunch)

“All you need is love... Love is all you need” — (The Beatles, 1967) % c

O

7 A year after | was born, the world-renown British band, The Beatles, released a song that
_ may not be a direct quote from the Bible, but it's simple, catchy, and it reminds us what’s
FQSK?%EE at the heart of our Christian faith — LOVE. In his first letter to the Christian believers in

PASTOR Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote and reminded them of this Christian virtue — LOVE. In 1
-~ Corinthians 13, a portion of Scripture that's known as “the Love” chapter, and is therefore,
often read at wedding ceremonies, Paul reminds us that without love, and the ability to love, we are
nothing, and “we got nothing.”

“If | speak in the tongue of men or of angels... If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, ...if | have a faith that can move mountains...
[and] If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that | may boast,
but do not have love, | gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

As we all know, this month of February is the month of love, for love, and to love. We are reminded of
this because within a day or two after Christmas many stores and shopping malls transform their
Christmas decorations of red and green garlands into pink and red seas of heart-shaped cards and
chocolate delights. So, were The Beatles right in singing and reminding us that “All you [we] need is
love”?

Well, I'd like to believe that they were right, because of what the Apostle Paul taught, saying,

‘Love] It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres....
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.” (1Corinthians 13:7, 13)

I, for one, am extremely grateful for the unfathomable love of God that has protected, trusted, and
offered hope for each of you, for this congregation, and to all believers that have come and gone through
the doors of Our Saviour’s within the last 60 months. Yes, this month marks my 5" year as your Pastor,
and | can honestly say that | love — not just “like” — this congregation and the people of God, therein.
Although it's been quite “a ride”, filled with highs and lows, turns and curves, and even loop-d-loops — |
love it! Sure, like many Lutheran congregations throughout our nation, we've lost and missed fellow
members, believers, and friends over these many years due to all sorts of reasons, including deaths,
relocations, and lack of interest. But | continue to give thanks to our God for those who remain faithful,
dedicated, and in love with what the Holy Spirit continues to do at Our Saviour’s. So, | encourage and
urge you to “double-down” on your involvements, contributions, and worship attendance this month and
beyond. By doing so, you are revealing and living out your love and faithfulness unto God, your heavenly
Father, who loves you like no other.

JOVSS3IA S.JdNOIAVS

God loves you, and so do !
¥ ~ Pastor La

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9™

This is a day for us to be intentional about inviting others to experience God with us. This

® _is the day for us to reach out, invite, and worship alongside our friends who may benefit
from being in a Christ-centered community, who are without a church home, or who just
need to hear that God loves them!
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CHRIST ALONE ~ SOLA CHRISTO

We continue our focus on some reasons theology is important this month as we quickly approach Lent. This
article will dig into how Christ alone (Sola Christo) shapes our theology and protects us from other theologies
that leave open the door for another way other than Christ. As Lutherans, we rely on scripture to point us in the
right direction. When we view the Bible through a New Testament lens, we find that all of scripture points us to
faith in Christ alone. Paul helps us understand in Galatians that there is only one gospel, and in that one gospel,
the only way to receive grace is through faith in Jesus Christ. There is no other way regardless of previous
lineage or works. Christ came and established a hew covenant sealed in His blood that completed and fulfilled
all old covenants. Some very prominent theologies will ask you to believe there are two gospels, one for the
gentiles and one for the Jews, but that is contrary to what we hear from Paul and more importantly- Jesus.

As we begin to focus on Lent our prayers are for our neighbors. A good way to think about this is through the
two others who hung on crosses next to Jesus. One repented and the other’s heart was hard. This is the perfect
representation for our world today. Jesus didn’t curse or condemn the one who’s heart was hard, instead He
displayed, even to His death, how we are to pray for the hardened world. Father forgive them because they don’t
know what they are doing. During Lent this year, | am encouraging you to read through a book by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer titled “Life Together”. | will be ordering 15 copies, so if you need one of those, please let me know. |
will provide more details about the book study as we get closer to Lent.

Jason Eliot
Ministry Leader for Spiritual Formation

ASH WEDNESDAY BEGINS THE LENTEN SEASON
JOIN US FOR SERVICE MARCH 5™ AT 7:00 PM

A WEDNESDAY MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES
vv\mon 12T — APRIL ™ AT @30 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

rTTr T rTrr T rTrTrTrTrTrT T rTrTrT T T T T T T T TT T AT T
OASIS MEAL EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 5:45 PM IN MPR

Oasis is a time for great food & fellowship, but we need your help to make it happen. We need volunteers to
cook and serve the meal each Wednesday. There is a budget for this ministry. If you are interested in serving,
please sign-up at the Welcome Desk. If you need more information, contact the church office.

AN PRAYER MEETING - Every Wednesday evening at 5:30 pm in the Chapel.

PRAYER CHAIN — If you need to add someone to the prayer chain, please call/text Pat DeDear at 361-676-
5087 or the church office at 361-575-4305. Pat will then communicate the request by telephone to the prayer chain.
Pat will also contact Debbie Krueger, who will then distribute the request electronically through email.

SPRINGFEST - MAY &4, 2025

We will be selling BBQ plates with all the trimmings. We will also have a Live Auction, Silent Auction, Raffle,
Country Store, Cake Walk and Children’s Activities. Pre-sell tickets will be available at the Welcome Desk soon.
If you would like to help sell tickets, please contact Michael Buchhorn.
To make Springfest a successful event, we need lots of help. There are numerous ways to contribute.
ALL ITEMS DONATED MUST BE NEW
Monetary Donations (help to purchase food and other supplies)
Live Auction & Silent Auction Items
Cakes for Cake Walk and Dessert Table
Country Store Items - homemade baked goods, canned/pickled goods, and handcrafted items

We also need many, many volunteers. There are various positions available, see sign-up sheets in the Narthex.

The proceeds from this Springfest will be divided between:
Gabriel Project of the Crossroads, Young Life - Victoria, The Humility Project, & OSL Ministries

SPRINGFEST MEETING - Our next Springfest meeting will be Wednesday, Feb. 5" at 5:45 pm in the
Conference Room. Anyone interested in helping is encouraged to attend. Please join us!
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9™
Our Children & Youth will hold soup pots at the church doors on Sunday, February 9™.
Please help our children and youth support our OSL Pantry by bringing dried pasta,
S . rice or monetary donations to place in the soup pots!ll OSL Children & Youth will be
collecfmg donaﬁons after each service in the Narthex.

(VAVEVEVAVAVEAVAVAVAVAVEAVEVAVAVEAVAVAVAVAVAVEVAVAVEAVAVAVAVAVEVEVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER FOR SUMMER CAMP -
Sunday, February 9™ after each service. ' -
come get super bowl goodies and support our campers! * —

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

It's beena cold start to the year, but things are heating up again with CYF! First of f,
thank you to all the volunteers that have put in hours in 2024 and making sure the
kids are loved, cared for and brought up in the Word. If you were in church on
January 12™, you learned that there were some shifts in the CYF Director leadership.

You,ﬂ’l Fa:mﬂ

Y
0’,’ MINISTRIES _— With that being said, I (Stephanie) will be in the office full-time and would love to

¢ _thir 3

have visitors!

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING & BAKE SALE: This month we are going to have a couple of fundraisers, but they
will be on the same day! On Sunday, February 9™ we will have our annual Souper Bowl of Caring and a Bake Sale. This
year, our Souper Bowl of Caring funds will go to the OSL Pantry! Kids are encouraged to wear their favorite sport
team jersey (football or otherwise). Please bring your loose change, dollar bills or checkbooks and help support the
kids to support their community. All bake sale funds raised will go to help defray the cost of camp for Summer 2025.
If you would like to provide baked goods or a savory snack to be sold, please bring them to the church office the
week of Feb. 3™ - 7™ or on Sunday, Feb. 9™

RUMMAGE SALE: Speaking of fundraisers, our annual CYF Rummage Sale will be on March 215" & 22" in the MPR.
Please start gathering your items for this sale but hold off on bringing them to the church until the end of this
month/beginning of March. Bigger items can be arranged to be brought to the church earlier if needed. Please, no
clothing!

SUMMER CAMP: Do you have a kid or grandkid that has finished the 2" grade? Would they enjoy going out into
God's creation to learn more about Him and strengthen their relationship with Him? Summer 2025 is already in the
works, so we need to know how many kids are going fo summer camp. Please let Mrs. Stephanie know if your child(ren)
will want to attend. Our Middle School and High School kids will be going back to Camp Eagle. We are currently
vetting camps to send our elementary school kids to, so please stay tuned for that update.

SUNDAY FUNDAYS: A change that needs to be noted is that our Sunday Funday's will be for Middle School and
High School Youth from now on. The date will stay the same, the last Sunday of every month after the 10:30 am
service. We will still have Family Sunday Funday's quarterly, March, June, September and November.

IMPORTANT DATES: Add these dates to your calendar now so you don't miss the fun!
e Rummage Sale ~ March 215" & 22" « Youth Led Service & Family Sunday Funday (Bowling) ~ March 30™
e Summer Camp (MS/HS) at Camp Eagle, Rocksprings, Tx ~ June 2" - 6™
e Vacation Bible School ~ July 20™ - 22 + LCMC Texas District Youth Gathering ~ July 25™ & 26™
e Community Block Party at OSL: July 30, 2025

Tebruary Birthdays 2/1 — Preston Whitley 2/1 — Cole Neill 2/1 — Stella Crawford

2/2 — Brenda Waltersdorff 2/5 — Bobby Stirneman  2/5 — Shirley Pfeil 2/6 — Marilyn Young

2/8 — Seot Winkenwerder 2/8 — Gage Bludau 2/9 — Pat Blanchard 2/10 — PLisa Price

2/11 — Randy Clark 2/18 — Russell Pruitt 2/1% — Walter Hahn 2/1% — Katelyn Rothmann

2/1% — MarleeKay Garcia 2/16 — Don Atkinson 2/21 — Leland Schroeter 2/2] — Ann Gaskamp )
2/28 — Sandra Hilbrich 2/23 — Paige Cortez 2/24 — Stephen Fuhrman  2/2% — Hannah Morris \gHitie

2/25 — Diane Dabney 2/25 — Ben Schapery 2/28 — Raymundo Moreno
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WOMEN OF THE WORD
W.O.W. — will have their next monthly meeting on Monday, February 17" at 6:00 pm in the MPR. All
ladies of OSL are welcome to attend. There is always a time of great fellowship, meaningful devotion
and these meetings are always purposeful. This month the women are collecting paper products
(paper towels, toilet paper, kleenex, etc.) & baby items to be donated to Bethlehem Maternity Home.

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS MEETING
ON THE 1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
Tuesday, February 4" at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room

& HELPING HANDS OFFERING SUNDAY — FEBRUARY 2ND

Yy The purpose of this fund is for individuals or families in the congregation who may at one
time or another need a little help. Please use the envelopes in the pew racks for your
contribution.

BAPTISM AT OUR SAVIOUR’S - Baptism is the first of the two sacraments. There is a list g
of guidelines to follow. If you desire more information about baptism here at Our Saviour’s, |7
please contact the church office at 575-4305. e

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TABITHA QUILTING MINISTRY
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the Christian Ed Building
For more information about Tabitha Quilting Ministry contact Dorothy Waltersdorff at 576-1465
or Jean Gisler at 676-0484 or jeangislernp@gmail.com.
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Life After Loss Support Group - Meets on the second Saturday of each month in the Christian Education wing
of Our Saviour’s. This month they will meet on Saturday, February 8t at 10:00 am. If you have any questions,

please feel free to talk to Stephen Fuhrman.

__ God’s Extraordinary Work: In my days as a pastor of a congregation, one of my joys
% M|55|0n |m was planning sermon series during the different liturgical seasons of the church calendar. One
L <, c Moment w year | stumbled upon the idea of doing a summer series called “Characters of the Bible.” Each
TexasDigkuick  5Eoior e Fomuot HARVEST Sunday after Pentecost, we started walking through the Old Testament and studied the men
and women of God that we read about in the Bible. For many adult congregation members,

this was the first time these stories had been revisited since their childhood days when they were taught in Sunday School classes.
Unfortunately, these stories are often not the topic of the regular preaching during Sunday morning sermons.

Through this sermon series, we began to focus on a theme that we find throughout the Old and New Testaments of the Bible: that God
uses ordinary people like you and me to do his extraordinary work! Sometimes we remember the Sunday School stories of these Bible
characters and imagine them as superheroes. As we stand in awe at what God does in and through their lives, sometimes it is easy for
us to forget that the bible character themselves was a sinful human being just like us.

For some people, learning that the person God used in a mighty way as an instrument of his activity in the world is also an imperfect
sinner can somehow be seen as a stain, as if it makes the story less powerful. Perhaps this is why the undesirable or scandalous parts
of these stories are often glossed over. But | truly believe that the fact that God works through sinful men and women like you and me is
by God's own design and demonstrates that the power is not of man, but of God. Because of this fact, it displays God’s power even more!
As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:7, Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from God and not
from us. We who minister in Jesus’ name are mere sinners: imperfect, broken vessels who are tasked with delivering the perfect and
powerful Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Therefore, no one should be overly impressed with the messenger and our hope ought not be placed in a pastor. When we place pastors
or any church leader on a pedestal, we inevitably will be disappointed when we realize that they, too, sin and fall short. Pastors and all
church leaders are called to lead not perfect lives, but to walk honestly and humbly, confessing their sin before God and one another and
receiving the forgiveness of sins we all need.

The church is often attacked when the sin of a church leader is exposed... as if it somehow invalidates the many ways God worked
through that person for Kingdom good. While it is true that the church is hurt whenever sin goes unconfessed or covered up, God
continues to perfectly move, display power, proclaim the Word, and deliver grace and blessing in the sacraments of baptism and
communion through the work of imperfect vessels in the church. Despite our sinfulness and brokenness, God still does extraordinary
work through ordinary people like you and me.
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CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE
General Fund
2024 Income vs. Expenses
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE
January Attendance Praise the Lord!
Our average weekly attendance . ) ) )
for January 151. Praise God in His sanctuary;
January 5t 169 praise Him in His mighty heavens! v
January 12 146 Psalm 150:1
January 19t 137

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Due to postage increase and limitations, statements will not be mailed out. If you need an end of year
contribution statement for 2024, please call Sally in the church office 361-575-4305.
SRR R R R R R R R R I R IR I R IR IR I IR IR I

% Thank you to our church family for the support during Buck's recent hospital stay. The visits, phone calls, and prayers
were greatly appreciated. Buck & Diane Dabney

Thank you for giving so generously to the Lutheran Disaster Response. Your support helps our church continue its
® effective and efficient response to disasters.

On behalf of the staff of Lutheran World Relief, our partners, and the communities we serve with your support, thank you for your gift
and may God continue to bless you.

Thank you for your generous donation to VCAM. We appreciate your support of our ministry. We are truly grateful.
Thank you for your donation to Christ’s Kitchen. It will help us to continue serving a hot meal at no charge to people in need.

Thank you for your partnership with Global Health Ministries. Your support has made it possible to ship life-changing equipment and
supplies around the globe.

On behalf of Promise Pointe, thank you so much for your kind donation. Our promise to you is to use it wisely to help as manly people
as we possibly can. Sister Rebecca Janacek

Thank you so much for your faithfulness and support of Mission Mexico. We value your prayers and gifts.

On behalf of the Gabriel Project of the Crossroads, | want to extend our sincere gratitude for your ongoing support of our ministry.

AROUND THE CHURCH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND PRAYERS
If you have any information for AROUND THE CHURCH please call the church office.

ﬁ With our prayers for a speedy recovery, 7% ] Thanks be to God these folks have
(2 > these folks were listed in the hospital/rehab: aws), | returned home from the hospital:
= Elaine Thurman Linda Wilson &ﬁ Buck Dabney Shirley Pfeil

Rebecca Gallagher

Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church;
it is a goodly Christian weapon. ~ Martin Luther

Special Concerns:
All those we hold dear in our hearts that are facing
a battle for good health, mind, and spirit.
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