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MARCH 2024

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
4102 N. BEN JORDAN, VICTORIA, TX 77901
PHONE (361) 575-4305 FAX (361) 575-8679
www.oslcvictoria.com
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School for ALL 9:15 am
Office Hours: 9am - 4pm Monday — Thursday (Closed 12pm - 1pm for lunch)

Beloveds of Our Saviour,

AWORD As | write this letter to you, we are in the middle of our Lenten Journey. | pray that you
FROM THE are doing well on your path toward the joy-filled celebration of Easter, our Lord’s
PASTOR victorious resurrection. If you've chosen to follow and practice a spiritual discipline during
—————  this Lenten season, | hope that it's helping you draw closer and tighter to Jesus. As for
me, I've taken up the discipline of silence each day (3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) to not talk, but to listen to
God’s “still, small voice” in and through my surroundings. | confess to you that the discipline of silence
has proven to be a difficult one for me as | am a “talker”. However, it has allowed me to be more
intentional to “shut-up and listen” to what the Holy Spirit desires for me to hear. Pray for me!

Speaking of listening, not too long ago in our Tuesday, Bible Study class, | taught that without Easter,
the Christian faith is a waste of time. | said this because of what the Apostle Paul wrote in his first letter
to the Christian believers in Corinth, saying, "If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17). The reason for this is that Easter (Christ's
Resurrection) not only gives us hope for eternal life, but it also confirms that what Jesus said in his
earthly life was true — that he would rise from the dead. If he hadn't, where would you and I, and all
those we know and associate within the Church be today? If he hadn’t, what hope is there for us to live
in the light and glory of our living Lord, and with all those who’ve gone before us?

"Butin fact Christ has been raised from the dead," Paul says (1 Corinthians 15:20). The resurrection
was God's stamp of authenticity on Jesus, proclaiming to all the world, "Yes, Jesus is my Son. Yes, he
has overcome sin, Satan, and death. Yes, what he told you is true. Trust him! Listen to him! And Follow
him! "

In anticipation of our Easter celebration at OSL this year, you and your family are strongly encouraged
to attend and patrticipate in our Holy Week worship services (see dates and time in this newsletter), as
well as attending our new Easter Vigil worship service on Saturday, March 30", at 4:00 pm, in the Prayer
Garden. This service will offer an opportunity for those interested and desire to “re-affirm” their baptism
by full emersion. Just to be clear, this will not be a service of “re-baptism”. Rather, it will be a service
that will help us recall and reclaim the reality that we are cherished and beloved children of God when
we were baptized, no matter how and how long ago that was. If you'd like to know more about the
Lutheran practice of “re-affirmation of Baptism”, please sign-up at the Welcome Desk, in the Narthex,
or call the Church Office, and be sure to attend the class on Saturday, March 23, at 10:00 am in the
Conference Room.

Beloveds of Jesus, | truly hope you will join us at all of the up and coming Worship opportunities that
will be offered at OSL as we journey forward toward our Easter Sunday celebration. It's going to be
powerful and life changing for the months ahead.

In anticipation of Christ's resurrection celebration — Pastor La
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WEDNESDAY MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES “WHAT DOES THIS MEAN”

WMARCH ™ — MARCH 20™ AT@:20 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

=g= JYYSSIAIN S.HNOIAVS HNO

&%,

PR sPRNG - TIME CHANGE: Remember to set your clocks to SPRING AHEAD on Saturday,
AHEAD - March 9t before you go to bed.
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Arrangements have been made to get 55 white lilies to decorate the church for Easter
Sunday. The cost is $10 each. If you would like to place a lily in the church in honor or
in loving memory of a loved one, please fill in the order form enclosed or pick one up
from the Welcome Desk. Deadline to place your order is Wednesday, March 20,
Completed order forms and payment can be placed in the wooden box at the Welcome
Desk or turned into the church office.

EASTER GARDEN
We will once again be decorating the Narthex with an Easter Garden. If you would like to 4@% “
help contribute to the purchase of the plants needed, please put your donation in an 7 582",
envelope marked “Easter Garden” and place it in the wooden box on the Welcome Desk. r&ﬁn
LD

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
' Palm Sunday, March 24™ - 8:00 am & 10:30 am Service
ﬁ." Maundy Thursday, March 28" - 7:00 pm Service with Holy Communion
‘ Good Friday, March 29™ - 7:00 pm Service
Saturday Easter Vigil, March 30" — 4:00 pm Service in the Prayer Garden
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Jesus Christ EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION MARCH 3157
o e 0 Sunrise Service 6:30 am in Prayer Garden
e is Risen! 0 8:00 am Traditional & 10:30 am Contemporary
LIQPPY Easter! Holy Communion offered at all services

ATTENTION CHILDREN! All children are encouraged to bring a flower (any kind) to church on
Easter Sunday. The flowers will be placed on a screen surrounding the empty cross of Jesus in the
Narthex before they enter the church. This will be a tribute of love for our risen Lord. PARENTS
please encourage your children to participate in this loving tribute.

OSL youth will be serving breakfast on Easter Sunday, beginning at
7:00 am in the MPR. A free will offering will be accepted, all proceeds
collected will help defray the cost of camp for our campers.

Easter
Breakfast _»

Reminder, the church office will be closed Monday, April 15t for the Easter Holiday.
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. o2 SPRINGFEST - MAY 5, 2024 . o2

We will be selling BBQ chicken plates with all the trimmings. We will also have a Live Auction, Silent Auction,
Raffle, Country Store, Cake Walk and Children’s Activities. Springfest Raffle tickets are on sale now for $5
donation per ticket or 5 tickets for $20 in the Narthex. Come buy yours and take some to sell to others. Pre-sell
Meal tickets will be available soon. If you would like to help sell tickets, please contact Michael or Dena Buchhorn.

To make Springfest a successful event, we need lots of help. There are numerous ways to contribute.
ALL ITEMS DONATED MUST BE NEW

Monetary Donations (help to purchase food and other supplies)

Live Auction & Silent Auction Items

Cakes for Cake Walk and Dessert Table

Country Store Items - homemade baked goods, canned/pickled goods, and handcrafted items

We also need many, many volunteers. There are various positions available.

The proceeds from this Springfest will be divided between:
Young Life - Victoria, The Humility Project, Bethlehem Maternity Home, & OSL Ministries

SPRINGFEST MEETING — Monday, March 4™ at 6:00 pm in the Conference Room. Anyone interested
in helping is encouraged to attend. Please join us!
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FARWELL LUNCH FOR SUSAN WOODSON SUNDAY, MARCH 3f° IN MPR

Join us as we give thanks and celebrate Susan after the 2" service.

QUARTERLY INFORMATIONAL MEETING SUNDAY, MARCH 17™AT 11:30 AM IN MPR

Join us for updates on what’s going on at Our Saviour’s. No Meal will be served.

- T Dear Children, Youth, and Families, As you all know, the first Sunday in March will
HiLDReN, £ W be my last Sunday here at Our Saviour's. The past 3 years in this ministry have been

’}I‘wa‘h Famﬂy a time of tremendous growth not only for the ministry, but for me as well. Working
,y-f% MINISTRIES _— along with you has helped my faith grow in ways that I never imagined. You all have
— taught me so much that I will be able to take to my next congregation at Zion in
Kerrville. T know that you will continue to grow and flourish in your walk with Christ. T am so proud of you all.
Although this is my last newsletter article to you all, this is not the end of our relationship. You will continue
to be in my prayers and I hope I will continue to be in yours. My life, the life of my husband and the life of my
son have all been made better because you are in it. I love you all! Many Blessings! Susan Woodson

EASTER BREAKFAST: The CYF is now accepting donations for this year's Easter Breakfast. If you would like
to assist monetarily or by donating supplies, please contact Gina Eliot. Thank youl!

DATES TO REMEMBER: No Lighthouse Wednesdays during Lent, come for Oasis and Lenten Service.
March 16™: 6:00 pm - Burgers & Bingo
March 28™: 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Service
March 29™: 7:00 pm - Good Friday Service
March 30™: 10:00 pm - Easter breakfast set-up MPR 4:00 pm - Easter Vigil Service
March 315" 6:30 am - Easter Sunrise Service 7:00 am - 10:00 am - Easter Breakfast in MPR
8:00 am - Easter Traditional Service 10:30 am - Easter Contemporary Service

WOMEN OF THE WORD
& W.O.W. - Will meet on Monday, March 18" at 6:00 pm in the MPR. All ladies of OSL are welcome to
attend. There is always a time of great fellowship, food, and meaningful devotion.

BIBLES & BREWS MEN’S GROUP ﬁ:%
TUESDAY, MARCH 26™ AT 6:30 PM S V&
Calling all Men to join together for fellowship, worship and discipleship. AN (P

Bring your Bible, favorite Brew (coffee, tea or beer) and meet in the MPR.

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS MEETING ON THE 1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
Tuesday, March 5" at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room

HELPING HANDS OFFERING SUNDAY - March 3RP

d \g/ &
'Y' The purpose of this fund is for individuals or families in the congregation who may at one
time, or another need a little help. Please use the envelopes in the pew racks for your

contribution.

of guidelines to follow. If you desire more information about baptism here at Our Saviour’s,
please contact the church office at 575-4305. XS]

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TABITHA QUILTING MINISTRY
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the Christian Ed Building
For more information about Tabitha Quilting Ministry contact Dorothy Waltersdorff at 576-1465
or Jean Gisler at 676-0484 or jeangislernp@gmail.com.
VVVVPIVPIYVYIVIVVIVIYYIVYIYIVIVIYIVYIYIYIYIYIVPYIVYIVPIIVIYI VYYVYYIYYY
Life After Loss Support Group - Meets on the second Saturday of each month in the Christian Education
wing of Our Saviour’s. This month they will meet on Saturday, March 9t at 10:00 am. If you have any
questions, please feel free to talk to Pastor La or Stephen Fuhrman.

BAPTISM AT OUR SAVIOUR'’S - Baptism is the first of the two sacraments. There is a list 2
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Thank you so much for your faithfulness and support of Mission Mexico. We value your prayers and gifts.

Thank you so much for your generous donation to VCAM. Your gift allows us to help community members
who are in need. We truly appreciate your support of our ministry.

Thank you for giving so generously to the Lutheran Disaster Response. Your support helps our church
continue its effective and efficient response to disasters.

On behalf of the staff of Lutheran World Relief, our partners, and the communities we serve with your support, thank you for
your gift and may God continue to bless you.

Thank you for your donation to Christ’s Kitchen it will help us to continue serving a hot meal at no charge to be people in need.

Thank you for your partnership with Global Health Ministries. Your support has made it possible to ship life changing equipment
and supplies around the globe.

On behalf of Promise Pointe, thank you so much for your kind donation. Our promise to you is to use it wisely to help as manly
people as we possibly can. Sister Rebecca Janacek

The Board of Directors would like to thank you for your generous support of the Gabriel Project. May God continue to bless you.

QOOVOOOOOOVOOVOOOOOOOVLOOOOOOOOLOOOOOO

AROUND THE CHURCH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND PRAYERS
If you have any information for AROUND THE CHURCH please call the church office.

s We extend our deepest sympathy to...
:"‘gjs,.wg@; ...the family of Doris Dold
faw.wit  ...the family of Bruce Billstein

...Mel Bontrager & family on the loss of his brother

...Wilma Ferry & family on the loss of her sister-in-law

Funeral services were held for:
Doris Dold
Bruce Billstein

Special Concerns:

We welcome our newest members: All those we hold dear in our hearts
Adam Coretz, Megan Davis & Paige Cortez that are facing a battle for good
Nancy Peters health, mind and spirit.

Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian weapon. ~ Martin Luther

. e Remembering What We Were Made For: Just like many of you, |
(of 1Y) MlSSlon recently attended an Ash Wednesday service to mark the beginning of
L C ‘ another Lenten season. The message of Ash Wednesday is an important

& Moment reminder of our identity: that we are mortal beings created out of dust
Texas Dicnick by Posor By Formuct HARVEST Wwho will return to dust at the end of our natural lives. Even though we
e WURRERS realize that God will resurrect the dead in faith to eternal life with him and

dust we will not remain, we cannot escape the present reality of the fleeting nature of our lives lived here on earth.

The Lenten season draws us into deep reflection as to who we are, whose we are, and what we were made for. As
followers of Jesus Christ, we acknowledge that our identity is shaped not by our accomplishments, wealth, social
status, talents, or even our personality. Our identity is shaped by God: our creator, redeemer, and sanctifier. We
belong to He who made us, redeemed us, and guides us in our daily living. But what exactly were we made for?

As Lutheran Christians we are fond of what Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For you are saved by grace through faith,
and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.” These verses shaped the
Reformation and emphasize that good works can never save us. It is God’s grace that rescues us from sin, death,
and the power of the devil. It cannot be earned; this ever will only be a free gift of God!

Yet we often miss the very next verse. Paul in Ephesians 2:10 continues: “For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.” During these 40 days, | pray that we
can remember again what we were created to do in this life we’ve been given to live on this earth. From the time that
God breathed life into you until the time that your body returns to the earth, God has created and saved you for a
purpose: to do good works!

So how is God calling you to steward your time, your gifts and abilities, your relationships, and your
finances for the Kingdom? How is God calling you to return to the very basic life orientation of loving
God and neighbor? A church member recently suggested that sometimes we forget that God is in
charge; that He is Lord, and we are not. As we reflect this Lent on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, the
cross, and His sacrifice that saves us, may we also remember what we were made, and saved, for.
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CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE
General Fund
2024 Income vs. Expenses
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‘ Olincome M®Expenses ‘
CHURCH ATTENDANCE
February Attendance Praise the Lord!
Our average weekly attendance . . )
for February 176. Praise God in His sanctuary;
February 4t 178 praise Him in His mighty heavens!
February 11th 175 Psalm 150:1
February 18th 174
March Birthdays
8/1 — Kathy Dillard 3/3 — Seott Tomanec 8/3 — Randy McGehee
3/ — Sheila Kresta 3/8 — Dennis Smith 3/9 — Amanda Christian
3/17 — Machelle Bush 3/12 — CGlen Schrade 8/1% — Patty McGehee
8/15 — Hanta Andriamihaja 3/17 — Bob Blevins 8/17 — Kathy Kern
8/20 — Wilma Schovajsa 3/25 — Trenton Carter 8/26 — Haley Morris
8/28 — Billy Waltersdorff 8/28 — Laura Wright 8/28 — Diego Pickens
3/29 — Patricia Simank 3/29 — Cole Rhodes 8/371 — Al Meyer
8/37 — Carolyn Hoff 3/37 — Elizabeth Stirneman

Card Ministry ~ If you would like to help with this ministry, please call the church office at 867-575-4305.

SRR R R RN R R R RN R RN R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R IR R IR R R
1. IN PERSON/WORSHIP - On Sunday mornings during worship simply place your offering in the plate. If you

4 miss the plate, there is a donation box at the Welcome Center.

2. ONLINE GIVING - Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions or one-
WAYS time contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.
TU Simply follow these easy steps:
1) Visit the church website at www.oslcvictoria.com, 2) Click on the [Give] tab,
GWE 3) Click on the [Give Online] line, 4) Click on the [Create Profile] button, then
5) Follow the instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your contributions.
This program supports bank accounts and debit or credit cards. Recurring donations are convenient and provide our church
with much needed consistent support throughout the year. If you have any questions about these programs, please contact
Sally Hersey at the church office.

3. RECURRING/SIMPLY GIVING - We have been using this program for some time now. The Simply Giving® Program
offers church members a convenient, safe, and simple way to make regular church offerings without the need to write
checks, carry cash or prepare envelopes. It is handled by a company named Vanco Services and they will process the auto
withdrawal through your bank and deposit directly into OSL’s account. A simple authorization form is all that is needed.
Forms are available in the church office.

4. MAIL - You may mail your offering into Our Saviour’s at any time to 4102 N. Ben Jordan, Victoria, Tx 77901.
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