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JANUARY 2023

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
4102 N. BEN JORDAN, VICTORIA, TX 77901
PHONE (361) 575-4305 FAX (361) 575-8679

www.oslcvictoria.com

Sunday worship 8:00 & 10:30 am Children/Youth Sunday School 9:15 am
Pastor La Andriamihaja Adult Sunday School 9:15 am
Saints: YOU!

Dear beloveds of Our Saviour’s,

AWORD As always, God’s grace, peace and mercy upon you, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus
FROM THE Christ. Amen.

PASTOR Allow me to express my heart-felt wish for a Happy New Year to you and your family.
- May this new and untrodden year be filled with joy, love, happiness, hope, and prosperity
for you. Even more, may your steps, words and deeds be ordered and guided by the Holy Spirit so as
to glorify your Father in heaven.

As | promised at our Annual Congregational meeting, back in November, this year — 2023 — will be about
outreach and Kingdom expansion, here at OSLC. As many of you have brought to my attention in recent
months, we need to grow our membership if we're going to live out our vision and mission statements
as a congregation. To that end, | am calling on all members of this wonderful congregation to step into
this New Year with a renewed commitment, both financially, physically, and spiritually by coming to
worship every Sunday (8:00 am and/or 10:30 am) and be open to new ways and new learnings on how
to reach out and invite others to be members of this Body of Christ. | am committed to teaching, training,
and guiding us toward congregational growth this year. However, let it be clear that the most effective
way to grow a Lutheran congregation — no matter where in the world she may be - is by “invitation”.
That's why | issued the challenge for each member of OSLC to pray for, to reach out, and to invite one
(1) person (nhon-member) to come and join our membership within the next 365 days of this year, starting
Jan. 1%, 2023. By doing so, our weekly worship attendance will double by the end of 2023.

So, buckle up! Then come and see... come and be ... come and get ready to invite all people “to fully
experience God, to grow in God’s joy and compassion, and to help others to do the same.”

Speaking of inviting others, back in October, Nancy Peters invited me to attend a banquet for a Christian
Youth organization called, “Young Life.” What | heard, saw and experienced was powerful. So, | asked
Nancy to write something about this amazing organization, with the hopes of letting us know about
Young Life and their ministry, as well as offer us opportunities to contribute and faithfully impact the
lives of our youth in Victoria. Here’s what Nancy Peters wrote and sent me.

“PARTY WITH A PURPOSE describes YOUNG LIFE VICTORIA CLUB ... It’s controlled chaos
that’'s almost impossible to describe, but kids know it when they see it. And before the party ends, we
share a simple message about God’s love for them. After all, that's what the celebration is all about.

Young Life doesn’t start with a program. It starts with adults concerned enough about kids to go to
them, on their turf and in their culture, building bridges of authentic friendship. These relationships
don’t happen overnight — they take time, patience, trust and consistency. The Young Life leaders
log many hours with kids — where they are, as they are. Leaders faithfully attend football practices,
play pick-up basketball or gather at Whataburger. We listen to their stories and lean what’s important
to them because we genuinely care about their joys, triumphs, heartaches and setbacks. And we
invite them to the weekly CLUB gathering where they can enjoy the party with a purpose.

You will be hearing more about this movement that is changing lives of young people around the
world and here in Victoria — offering acceptance, adventure and an invitation to experience life as -
God designed it.” |t gl

JOVSSdIN S,.dNOIAVS dNO

Again, Happy and blessed New Year to you. May the Lord bless and keep you, always.
Pastor La Andriamihaja \
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Reminder the church office will be closed CHappy
Monday, Jan. 2" for New Year’s. &w ng

SECURITY CODE CHANGE = Per council instructions, the security code on the keypad :2 U 23,

doors will be changed every six months. The new code will take effect on Tuesday, January 3".

If you would like the new code, please contact the church office.
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OSL UN-DECORATING PARTY - We will get together on Saturday, Jan. 7t
%{- Decoratlng beginning at 10:00 am to un-decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex. We need lots
Part of folks to help and ones able to climb ladders. Please mark this date on your

y calendar and come out to help. :

POINSETTIAS — The poinsettias will be moved to the solarium (near the church office). If you
haven’t picked up your poinsettia, you still can. Please have them picked up by Monday, January 9.
The remaining poinsettias will try to be delivered to the nursing homes and to our shut-ins.
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LCMC 10™ ANNUAL THREE DAYS OF PRAYER JANUARY 3RP — 5TH

LCMC’s Three Days of Prayer on January 3@ — 5™ is an opportunity for us to follow the Lord’s example

and to come together as one across the association with a shared purpose: to pray. Following are some

suggested points of emphasis for each of the three days. These are not the only things to be prayed for,

of course, but they can be points of daily emphasis that brings us all together as one in prayer.

Day One: January 3 ~ Pray for our congregations and leaders.
Day Two: January 4 ~ Pray for those who don’t yet know Jesus as Savior and Lord, and the prodigals.
Day Three: January 5 ~ Pray for our international partners.

OSL CHURCH COUNCIL FOR 2023
Members and email addresses:

Stephen Fuhrman  sfuhrman@oslcvictoria.com Glenn Gisler ggisler@oslcvictoria.com
Sharon Kacir skacir@oslcvictoria.com Terry Krueger tkrueger@osilcvictoria.com
Gerald Merks gmerks@oslcvictoria.com Janine Rothmann jrothmann@osilcvictoria.com
Marilyn Young myoung@oslcvictoria.com

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS
Caring — Larry Henneke Children & Youth — Katy Morris Community — Pam Raley
Fellowship — Michael Buchhorn Global Missions — Darryl Kern Hospitality — Hanta Andriamihaja
Prayer — Spiritual Formation — Gary Mueller Welcome — Doris Dold

Worship — Pastor La

Memo for the Church Council & Ministry Leaders: The 2023 Retreat will be January 215 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
at the Spiritual Renewal Center. Please inform Pastor La if you are not able to attend.

Installation Service: Church Council & Ministry Leaders will be installed January 8" at both services.

SPRINGFEST - APRIL 23, 2023 v

Our next Springfest meeting will be Tuesday, January 10" at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room.
Anyone interested in helping is encouraged to attend. Please join us!
iR R R SRR SRS SRR SRR EREEREEEEEEEEEEEREEEEREEE.

% 2023 FLOWER CALENDAR - is at the Welcome Desk with spots still available. If you would

like to provide flowers for the altar on a Sunday, please sign up and provide us with a good phone
number where you can be reached. Thanks!

BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL LED BY PASTOR LA
Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm in the Christian Education Building Great Room.
Class resumes on January. 11,

QMM 0 Wm0 o oo oy oy oy o oo o o o e
DAILY TEXTS - is a world-renowned resource for daily devotions that will last you the entire year. Two simple
Bible verses for each day provide the Word we need to plant God’s Word inside of us. Copies are available at
the Welcome Desk. Cost is $11 per book.

8, 8 80, A8, 88, S0 80, A%, 8, 40 88, AL S8, 46, 08, A 89, A5, O3, A4 S A5 . 4SS A5 8, 46 08 80 8, A8 N, & S NS 08 M 85 A8 85 46 05 88 96 A5 08 &L S A5 08 MG 85 A% 85 46 08 A0 86 S 08 4 S A% 08 B 85 86 86 B O 40 S8 46, 89 AL S0 A5, 86 B 8% M0 85 BE 0 80 A8 6. 85 B0 A0 M5, AL AL 6 A8 A8 UL AS L A8 6 48 A5 4L A8 4G

RERERETEREARRRREERERERERERRRRAERERRAERERAENERAERERRRERRRAREREREREREREREREREREREREARIFRERERERERERERERETERRAAREAERE SR



3 3 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 36 3 A6 36 3 3 36 3 36 36 36 3o A 3 3 3 A 36 I 3 36 3 36 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 3 36 I 36 36 36 A 36 B 36 A 36 B 36 A 36 I 36 B 36 A 36 B 36 A 36 3 36 B 36 3 3 36 e 36 B 3 3 B e 3 B A e 3 3 3 3 3 e A 3 26 A6 2 3 e I A 3 I I 3o A 6 6 36

3 36 3k 3 3 3 56 38 30 3 30 36 56 3 3 36 30 3 3 3 56 3 30 3 3 4 50 3 3 3 30 3 3 30 303 30 3 50 30 3 30 3050 3 3 350 30 30 0 50 3 33003 3 A0 0 0 0 30 3030 3030 0 30 300 30 30 33 30 3 305 303 30 30 300 30 30 0 3 30 0 A B

Dear Children, Youth and Families,

Happy New Year! These next 365 days are full of exciting opportunities for
us and the ministry. Each of these days is a new day to serve and glorify God
in all that we do. I am very excited for the things to come in 2023. Our main
focus this year is GROWTH. How do we grow as individuals? As Christians?
As a youth group? As a congregation? I want this year to be all about growing
our spirits and growing our group. Our church and the people in it have so much love to offer others. The
challenge I have for you this year is to not only make time for bible studies, devotional and prayer- but to
also share these experiences with an unchurched friend. At its core, that is what discipleship is - sharing
Christ and His amazing power with others. We do this with our words, attitudes, and actions. Each month,
I will be issuing a challenge for you and your family. These will be to help to grow your bond with Christ,
your family, and others around you. I pray you will join me in enjoying these spirit led "quests”.

OUR FIRST MONTH'S CHALLENGE IS THIS: Find a devotional partner and complete at ’» .
least one week of daily devotionals and discussion together! AN

CALENDAR DATES:
Lighthouse will begin again on January 1
January 18™ outreach Wednesday.

PUZZLES & GAMES: Last Month's Answer: King Herod
This month's question: Give 3 examples of angels appearing to someone in the Bible. The first person to
show me will receive a $25 VISA gift card.
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1™, Let's have a groovy year! Wear tie-dye to enter to win a prize.

VBS 2023 is scheduled for June 25" - 29'", If you are interested in
volunteering, join us for a planning meeting Monday, January 16" at
5:30 pm in the Conference Room or contact Susan at (361)-648-0036.

WOMEN OF THE WORD
W.O.W. — will have their next monthly meeting on Monday, January 16™ at 6:00 pm in the MPR. All
~ $  ladies of OSL are welcome to attend. This is a great way to start the new year. There is always a
S : time of great fellowship, meaningful devotion and these meeting are always purposeful. The WOW
= ¥ s group would like to wish everyone a blessed new year!

OSL MINISTRY LEADERS/TEAM MEETINGS
ON THE 1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
Tuesday, January 3™ at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room

e HELPING HANDS OFFERING SUNDAY - January 157
QYP The purpose of this fund is for individuals or families in the congregation who may at one

time or another need a little help. Please use the envelopes in the pew racks for your
contribution.

BAPTISM AT OUR SAVIOUR’S - Baptism is the first of the two sacraments. There is a list
of guidelines to follow. If you desire more information about baptism here at Our Saviour’s,
please contact the church office at 575-4305. S5

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TABITHA QUILTING MINISTRY
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the Christian Ed Building
For more information about Tabitha Quilting Ministry contact Dorothy Waltersdorff at 576-1465
or Jean Gisler at 676-0484 or jeangislernp@gmail.com.
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Life After Loss Support Group - Meets on the second Saturday of each month in the Christian Education

wing of Our Saviour’s. This month they will meet on Saturday, Jan. 14t at 10:00 am. If you have any
questions, please feel free to talk to Pastor La or Stephen Fuhrman.
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Make a Joyful Noise! ~ OSLC established the Genie Fuhrman Legacy Music Scholarship
to honor the 38 years of Genie Fuhrman’s dedicated service to our church as well as our %
community. Anyone who knew Genie was aware of her originality, spontaneity, and excellence E‘f :
she exhibited through music. Out of this awareness the OSLC Scholarship committee ministry

is announcing “Make a Joyful Noise” Sundays!

Two to three Sundays per year will be dedicated to “Making a Joyful Noise!”. During the usual Sunday school
hour all will meet in the church sanctuary for a time of singing old & new Christian songs/hymns and enjoying
music of all sorts from individuals or groups. All are welcome to participate as performers or spectators or both!
No age limit and no degrees needed. Stay tuned, first date to be announced soon!

Please contact Lauren Jackson (361-570-0068) or Darla Fox (361-649-2630) for more information or to sign up.
This will be an opportunity to reacquaint the early church goers and the late church goers, to praise God thru
music, and also to support the Genie Fuhrman Legacy Music Scholarship. A free will offering will be welcome
and used to support the annual Scholarship.

Lt Lt Lt et A A L A A
Time to Connect with Jesus and One Another ~ It is that time of year again!

% M 'SSIO" ‘m As we ring in 2023 full of hope and anticipation, many will make New Year’s
L w

C M resolutions, resolving to improve one’s life by committing to new healthy habits.
X O| l lent While diet and exercise are the most common and talked about, resolve this time

Texas Diskrict by Pusor Brycs Formot HABYFST of year is often ambitious and can touch many other aspects of life, including
spiritual things. Each year, Christians make fresh commitments to bible study,
prayer, worship, volunteerism, generosity, sharing faith, etc.

Now I ask you to consider an invitation. Unlike a lot of New Year’s resolutions, this invitation doesn’t demand significant life
adjustment, but rather one small to medium-size step: schedule a time away to spend with Jesus and others. Jesus himself modeled
this pattern with his disciples, perhaps most famously in the story of his Transfiguration when he went up the mountain with Peter,
James, and John. So that’s it: take a retreat away for unhurried time to connect with God and your brothers and sisters in Christ
to simply be present with your Lord and one another. Pretty simple, right?!?

Each February we plan a Winter Retreat in beautiful Concan, Texas on the Frio River. Thanks to gracious hosts, our retreat is
very affordable. You can learn all about and register for this year’s retreat at www.lcmctexas.org/winter-retreat. It is a gift to all
who attend and participate in it. When | describe our retreat to those who have never been, | often find myself saying that amazing
things happen when we simply take the time to get away with God and one another. While it is true that we have retreat programs
led by some fabulous guest leaders, the real leader is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

When the people of God come together for some intentional time away, God always shows up. We learn, we laugh, we love and
are loved. As a voluntary association of churches, our strength and gift is most evident when we take the time to connect with one
another. In our intentional time away with God and others we both give and receive blessing. And God strengthens and renews
each one of us for the difficult journeys of discipleship that surely await us when we return to our regularly scheduled lives in our
own communities.

This isn’t just for pastors, but for all God’s people. And this isn’t about just this one retreat that we happen to plan and host.
Rather the invitation is for you to simply get away for some unhurried time with God and others to give and receive blessing as
God shows up to strengthen and renew Christ’s church. So what would it look like for you to take this step? Whether you retreat
with us in Concan in February or make other plans, resolve to take time, go away, connect with Jesus and others.

Chances are, like Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration you will find yourself saying, “Lord, it is good for us to be here!”

AROUND THE CHURCH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND PRAYERS
If you have any information for AROUND THE CHURCH please call the church office.

p7 ~] Thanks be to God these folks have We extend our deepest sympathy to...
\ QH\E} returned home from the hospital: SN ...Robert Pfeil and family on the loss of
‘ﬁ‘ m ﬁﬁ' Shirley Burriss Elaine Sievers % his brother
...Bruce Billstein and family on the loss
of his mother
Special Concerns: All those we hold dear ...Maria Boehm and family on the loss of
in our hearts that are facing a battle for her brother

good health, mind, and spirit.

Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian weapon.
~ Martin Luther
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- Honor the Lord with your wealth
M and with the best part of everything you produce.

Then he will fill your barns with grain

’IL am@@g and your vats will overflow with good wine.

Proverbs 3:9-10

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH FINANCE MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNTS

GENERAL FUND MONTHLY BREAKDOWN NOVEMBER BALANCES
BEGINNING BALANCE: November 1, 2022 $252,285.79 Building Maintenance Fund 14,446.42
TOTAL GF RECEIPTS: $73,494.49 Children’s Ministry Fund 10,885.34
OPERATING EXPENSES FOR MONTH: Helping Hands Fund 7,491.82
Benevolence 7,172.61 Youth Ministry Fund 7,018.44
Spiritual Formation 31.60 Memorial Fund 9,435.05
Outreach 382.00 OSLC Ministry Fund ** 63,236.61
Youth & Children Ministries 493.52 Springfest Fund 3,719.20
Ministry Support 1,445.18 OSLC Mission Fund 3,516.95
Music & Performance Ministry 480.81 Spiritual Formation Fund 2,573.86
Worship Support 355.68 Genie Fuhrman Legacy Scholarship 2,509.00
Office Support 31821 Total Misc. Accts. $124,832.69
Utilities 3,649.48

** This fund consists of several small funds including:

ISnus%e:;r?(S:éEqUipq Maintenance giggg% Tabitha Quilting Ministry, Kitchen, ILT, Choir, Prayer
Miscellaneous Support 224059 Garden, Grant activity & Food Pantry.

Staffing 23,722.53

TOTAL GF EXPENSES FOR MONTH: $48,676.79

General Fund

ENDING BALANCE: November 30, 2022 $277,103.49 2022 Income vs. Expenses
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Dear OSL, as an office staff, we wanted to say thank you to all of you who gave so generously this Christmas
season. We appreciate all the goodies, the visits, the monetary gifts and the encouraging words you express. It
is indeed an honor to serve our Lord through Our Saviour’s. May you all have a blessed and prosperous New
Year!

Thank you for giving so generously to the Lutheran Disaster Response. Your support helps our church continue its effective and
efficient response to disasters.

On behalf of the staff of Lutheran World Relief, our partners, and the communities we serve with your support, thank you for
your gift and may God continue to bless you.

Thank you for your generous donation to VCAM. We appreciate your support of our ministry. We are truly grateful.
Thank you for your donation to Christ’s Kitchen it will help us to continue serving a hot meal at no charge to be people in need.

Thank you for your partnership with Global Health Ministries. Your support has made it possible to ship life changing equipment
and supplies around the globe.

We want to thank all of you who had a part in the Community Thanksgiving Feast..... whether it was physically
volunteering or made a monetary contribution. We could not have done it without you. Thank you, once again. Pat DeDear and
Dena Buchhorn

Thank you for your support to Golden Crescent Habitat for Humanity. Your support has allowed us to continue to serve families
in need in our community and surrounding counties.
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